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FUTURE PROOF  

 �$�W���&�O�D�Y�H�U�G�R�Q���V�F�K�R�R�O�¶�V���I�L�Q�D�O���D�V�V�H�P�E�O�\���O�D�V�W��
term, a retiring teacher admitted to the children 
�W�K�D�W���V�K�H���Z�D�V���I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J���L�W���K�D�U�G���W�R���µ�K�R�O�G���L�W���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�¶����
All our hearts went out to her, of course, and I 
thought what an extraordinarily powerful turn of 
phrase that was, especially as Rosie and I 
prepared to move on too. 
 Leaving these wonderful parishes will 
inevitably bring a sense of dislocation, not to 
say disintegration, of so much of what we are. 
Our whole lives revolve around the community 
�± the good times, the difficult times �± and the 
many individuals who make it up �± their happy 
�W�L�P�H�V�����W�K�H�L�U���V�D�G���W�L�P�H�V�����L�W�¶�V���W�K�H���S�U�L�Y�L�O�H�J�H���R�I���O�L�Y�L�Q�J���L�Q���D���Y�L�F�D�U�D�J�H�����D�Q�G���R�Q�H���Z�K�L�F�K���Z�L�O�O��
be testing to leave behind. 
 This month I will have been a vicar for 40 years, for 20 of them specializing 
in media relations and communications technology. I was there at the successive 
launches of Mercia FM, BBC CWR and Coventry Cable Television. I published a 
colour newspaper, helped establish early databases and websites and ran national 
courses on so-called new media, including video production. From personal 
experience I am well aware how much and how fast the world has changed, and 
how �± �L�Q���V�S�L�W�H���R�I���P�\���µ�H�[�S�H�U�W�L�V�H�¶���± �,�¶�Y�H���Q�R�Z���E�H�H�Q���O�H�I�W���I�D�U���E�H�K�L�Q�G���E�\���F�K�L�O�G�U�H�Q���L�Q��
Year 6. 
 But I have to tell you too, as vicar, that nothing has changed. I look at those 
�S�K�R�W�R�V���Z�H�¶�Y�H���G�X�J���R�X�W���D�V���Z�H���S�D�F�N�����W�K�H���P�R�Q�R�F�K�U�R�P�H���\�R�X�Q�J���F�X�U�D�W�H���Z�L�W�K���K�L�V������������
youth club through to the digitally enhanced baldie with the bride and groom of 
2010. And nothing has changed. Every single person still needs to know they are 
loved; that if they hurt they can be healed; that if they are guilty, there is 
forgiveness out there nonetheless; that if they are rubbish, so was Jesus on the 
cross. These are the touchstones of the Christian experience. 
 �:�K�D�W�H�Y�H�U���F�K�D�Q�J�H�V���F�R�Q�I�U�R�Q�W���X�V���D�V���Z�H���µ�K�R�O�G���L�W���W�R�J�H�W�K�H�U�¶���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�H�H�N�V���D�K�H�D�G����
�W�K�H�V�H���W�K�L�Q�J�V���Z�R�Q�¶�W���F�K�D�Q�J�H�����7�K�D�W���P�H�D�Q�V���W�K�H���I�X�W�X�U�H���F�D�Q���R�Q�O�\���E�H���K�R�S�H�I�X�O�����D�Q�G��
whatever new technology awaits us, whatever 
seductive or punitive economics, whatever trendy 
�V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O�L�W�L�H�V�����L�Q���W�K�H���H�Q�G���µ�W�K�H���J�U�H�D�W�H�V�W���R�I���W�K�H�P���D�O�O���L�V��
�O�R�Y�H�¶�� 
 Thank you so much for the love you have 
shared over the past seven and a half years. 
    

We shall always be pleased to hear from our parish friends or 
to welcome passers-by on their way to holidays in North 
Wales:  3 Top Street, Whittington, Oswestry SY11 4DR 


